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Analyses of American Musicals

Similarities and Differences

In the three clips, the characters use a lot of character change. The form of movement is more dramatized to pass across a particular message. There is also anger in each of the voices in the clips. They have employed a mixture of narration, dramatization, and song in performance. The differences between Oklahoma's Oh What a Beautiful Morning and West Side Story's Cool is the unpredictable end in the former, while in the latter, it is predictable. In Sweeny Todd's clip, the performance also comes to an end with a tension relief because there is a murder attempt that is halted by the third party's entrance into the barbershop. The abrupt ending is similar to Oklahoma's performance but differs from West Side Story's.

Prominent Features

The most notable feature in Cool by West Side Story is the melody and harmony combined with the jazz musical style. That is the fundamental feature that the musical carries in the clip and some of their other performances. It is the feature that identifies the band. The instruments and voices create a harmony that is pleasing to the ear. In Oklahoma's Oh What a Beautiful Morning, the distinct feature is the structure of the performance. As a stage production, the change in characters is symmetrical to the message and brings the idea out anew every time. Vocally the singers are lovely with beautiful voices and range. In Pretty Women by Sweeney Todd, the mood is tense all through. That is what stands out. The idea of holding the blade in a manner likely to kill the presumed client keeps the audience in a tense mood. No one knows what is going to happen next, and the probability of death or bloodshed is very high. It makes the audience stay glued with clenched fists in anticipation of what's going to happen to the other party. The mood breaks at a relief when a third party gets into the barbershop at the right time. 

Development of Performances
Musical theatre comprises performances like songs, dialogue, dance, and acting all in one to deliver a message. They sometimes build on each other for the best delivery of the message. The plot in oh what a beautiful morning is linear with the lady introducing the audience to a backdrop of a morning in the countryside. The distance they keep all through is evident, but the main singer moves towards the woman. The movement comes before she interrupts his presence in which a conversation ensues then the song performance continues. The actions and gestures, dialogue, and songs are in harmony in the production. 

In Sweeney Todd's performance, the barber meets a presumable client, and a dialogue begins. It is, therefore, followed by a song that still builds on women.  How the barber behaves in applying the shaving cream and holding the blade signifies some danger. As they sing in unison, it is evident that the barber has a motive. Another character gets in an action that closely follows the murder attempt. The style of performance that shows anger on the face of the main actor builds up slowly as the song progresses.  The events in West Side Story's clip performance, build from a conversational level. It, therefore, grows into a performance that is mixed with anger and enjoyment at the same time. The synchronized dances and the snapping of fingers are also a perfect piece of art. After the energetic performance in dance, the tempo cools, and as they leave the room, the snapping of fingers is probably meant to calm the anger in the characters.
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